
Use text features to 
better understand 

and describe 
elements in fiction 

and nonfiction texts, 
including setting, 

events, and 
characters

Integrate knowledge 
from text with new 
information from text 
features to demonstrate 
deeper understanding of 
text elements

Explain how text 
features convey 
the meaning of 
the textUse text features 
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(characters, 
setting, events) 

Identify text features 
in fiction stories 
(illustrations) and 
nonfiction texts 
(maps, photos, 
diagrams)

Understand the 
terms setting, 
characters, and 
events and identify 
elements using 
words in a text
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Take notes using this graphic 
organizer as you learn from each text 
feature. 

Then, choose one text feature the 
author included that you think shows 
the setting, a character, or an 
important event. Using your notes, 
explain how this text feature helped 
you understand more about that 
setting/character/event. Use evidence 
from the text and the text feature in 
your answer. 

1. Look at the picture 
below. Which statement 
would be supported by 
this illustration?

a.     “The bear was happy 
to be alone”
b.     “The bear loved being 
with his friends”
c.      “Bears gather and eat 
berries”
d.     “It was a sunny 
morning in the forest 
when…”  

2. In the text, “The Life of 
Barack Obama,” choose 
one text feature and 
explain what part of the 
text it connects to. Circle 
the phrase(s) or sentence
(s) that are represented in 
the text feature. Explain 
how the text feature 
supports the text.  

Sort the following 
examples into 3 separate 
lists: Setting, character, 

events.

7:00 PM, a 3rd grade 
student, Kenya, a hot 
summer’s day in the 
jungle, President Obama, 
they moved to the 
country, she had to pay 
for her own schooling, 
Aaron’s grandparents, 
won the singing 
competition 

1. Which text feature would best 
show where, geographically, 
different species of penguins 
live?
a.     subheading
b.     a chart
c.      a map
d.     a photograph 

2. Based on the illustration, what 
event may have just happened and 
how do you think the character feels 
about this event? 

3. Describe the setting of this story, 
based on this illustration. Include 4-
6 details. 

Students randomly 
select a non-fiction 
book from a pile 
and are given small 
sticky notes. 
Students put sticky 
notes on as many 
different text 
features as they 
can find in their 
book. Students 
share what they 
found with a 
partner, then share 
out as a group. 
Repeat task with a 
fiction book they 
are currently 
reading.  
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